
 

Who We Are 

Our Mission 

Our mission: partnering with families and communities to break the cycle of social, material, and 

spiritual poverty in urban neighborhoods. 

 

Our Vision 

Our vision: healthy families and healthy neighborhoods, with high performing schools, social 

and economic stability, and an ethnically and culturally diverse community where people are 

reconciled to God, self, and others.  

Our Strategy 

We believe individual and community transformation require both a relational and holistic 

approach, therefore, we engage neighbors and meet needs in our communities which provide 

pathways to develop authentic relationships.  

Our Strategic Approach: 

 Initiate relationships at felt needs: We go 

 Build community: We gather 

 Develop capacity: We teach 

 Raise indigenous leaders: We train 

 Share the good news of Jesus: We invite 

 

Our Values 

 Reconciliation with God, Self & Others: we value right relationships with God through 

Jesus and each other where mercy, forgiveness, and healing are generously given and 

received. 

 The Church: We value fully walking alongside the local church in the development of 

programs, as they seek to serve their community. 



 Neighborhood Presence: We are rooted in and invested in neighborhoods we serve, 

engaging in relationships and listening for their felt needs and values. 

 

Our Beginning 

November 2004 - Pastor Harvey Drake of Emerald City Outreach Ministries, and Pastor Paul 

Olver of Northwest Urban Ministries were both in need of hiring an Executive Director. Hiring a 

shared Executive Director was an idea placed on the table, which led to a conversation about 

merging the two organizations. 

After months of due diligence, on May 31, 2005, both Boards unanimously voted in favor of a 

full organizational merger. The new organization is called Urban Impact.  

The launch date of Urban Impact was September 1, 2005.  
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