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Gustaveson, Lisa

From: Mary Anne deVry 
Sent: Friday, November 21, 2014 4:44 PM
To: Mary Anne deVry
Subject: Information from WIN's 11/17/14 Meeting & Other "timely" things to consider

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hello, WIN friends,  First off, thanks to Fauntleroy Church for hosting WIN's 11/17 meeting--and we collectively thank City 
Council Pres. Burgess for taking time to talk with us.  Mr. Burgess provided us with a lot of information and statistics; to 
give you all that information would make for a very lengthy email, so we will present the highlights. 
Topic #1 - the new Seattle Preschool Program just approved by voters: after extensive study nation-wide of city-based 
preschool programs, Seattle's program is a 4-year plan with secure funding.  Many studies show the benefits in diverse 
areas of children's--& families'--lives, especially those who are low-income. It will start Sept '15 with a limited number of 
preschools and increase to 100 classrooms within 4 years.  Very likely one of the initial preschools will be in the Delridge 
area.  Hopefully, WA State and the Fed. Gov't will soon support universal preschools for all children in these coming 
years-- as it does for K-12 grades, which will aid our city's development of this program. Faith-based preschools can apply 
to be part of the program.  
Topic #2 - the immediate need for affordable housing: This topic arose from the fact that 42% of Seattle households are at 
great risk of becoming homeless because they pay over 50% of their net-income on rent/mortgage (HUD statistics based 
on census) & the fact Seattle has ~8000 homeless people who cannot find affordable housing.  Many people are having 
steep increases in rent (30-40-50%),  So we asked if the city could mandate rent-control based on rate of inflation; we 
learned WA State law prohibits rent control.  (Perhaps we could consider asking the State to alter that law.  Many "voices" 
are hard to ignore.)   
We discussed the feasibility of Detached Accessory Dwelling Units(DADUs) as a way to rapidly create affordable housing. 
(A DADU is like a large garden shed--with electricity & plumbing--built on home-owner"s property; $350-500 rent also 
helps home-owner; often tenant & owners mutually benefit by helping each other.)  The city endorses this program and 
info on the requirements & process are on the internet. 
There was discussion about the large number of affordable housing units that are demolished by development of new, 
high-rent units (ex. 114 units in Theodora Apts are being razed.)  Mr. Burgess said the city has requirement that 
developers must have 1-to-1 replacement requirement (developers must have same number of low-rent units within new 
building). To the average citizen it does not seem like that requirement is being enforced. 
Topic #3 - the large increase (30% in 3 yrs) in unsheltered homeless people:  We have ~8000 homeless people & have 
~2500 shelter spaces, so how can we quickly give the unsheltered people a safe place & provide help for 
jobs/housing?  We asked if the city council would consider temporary survival help like tent &/or vehicle encampments 
AND consider leasing city-owned property to faith-based groups for tent/or vehicle camps. (About 1/3 of homeless people 
live in vehicles.)  We asked if the city would lease the former Sunny Jim plant's parking area (which city now owns) to a 
WIN church for token amount; then Road to Housing could provide supportive services to help find jobs/housing for the 
homeless people who live in vehicles.  Here again, we were told the city law prohibits any encampments unless they are a 
direct ministry of a faith-based group...so city law would need to be changed.   
Good news: we asked if it is possible the city could give funds to enable more faith-groups to shelter people (for insurance 
increase, utility costs, etc.) and we learned it is possible.  He rapidly stated the process; but I'm not sure I correctly got it. 
I'll get specific details and email it. 
Topic #4 - dealt with implementing minimum wages:  we learned that our questions were about areas that still hadn't been 
figured out. 
What WIN congregations are currently doing & ways we can support their ministry or duplicate it:  There were two 
common outreach themes from each congregation:  most have Giving Trees or similar ways they are collecting things for 
local school kids/families and nursing homes/senior centers, or for Orion Center (homeless teens), or other social 
agencies/homeless shelters; AND most are somewhere in the process of joining Mary's Place as hosts for sheltering 
homeless families.  Some of the churches are planning to work together as hosts; because some don't have space, but 
have willing people; the other has space, but wants more people helping.  We can combine like two hands folded 
together!  Pastor Andrew Conley-Holom arrived at Admiral UCC only a month ago & has already had staff from Mary's 
Place visit their congregation! (He was a great addition to our meeting.)   
Almost half the homeless people are families--& we can each do the math with the numbers given above to know there 
are a lot of kids/parents without any shelter at all!  Please consider if you, too, can offer shelter (6pm-6:30am) a mere 4 
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weeks out of the year...& you select the weeks.  Or consider working with another WIN congregation.  OR consider if your 
congregation may be better suited to house homeless men or women overnight with SHARE/WHEEL program.  If you 
would like more information to reach a decision, please call me, 206-790-3631,  A reminder--not to instill guilt, but rather 
to nudge ourselves: we have a lesson in Matthew 25, where people ask "when did we see you hungry, naked or 
unsheltered and we did not feed you or clothe you or shelter you?''  And, we learn "whenever you give or do to the least of 
my people...you give and do it to me."  Isaiah 58 has the same message using different words. Often I tell myself "you've 
doing your bit OR someone else will help that person...then I get a "nudge" by recalling passages...& find I can do one 
more thing. 
Peace Lutheran is collecting $3 gifts for homeless people to get shower voucher at Delridge Community Center (see WIN 
email 11/11/14).  Great idea!  Westside Presbyterian continues with free community lunches--& the rest of can keep 
prompting it!  We continue with free community Sunday meal at Our Lady of Guadalupe, where WIN churches rotate 
providing the meal; if any other congregations are interested in joining our rotation, please contact Jennifer Ibach, 
jibach@olgseattle.org.  Numerous churches continue providing meals at Orion Youth Center (homeless teens) & 
Nickelsville, the homeless tent camp...both need/would love more meals.  If you have never done any of those meals, 
please consider working with another church--& learn how easy & fun it is to do.  And we can give you resources to cut 
your food expenses way down. 
 
Other things to consider - Holiday Gift Bazaar--handmade arts, crafts, baked goods-- Saturday Nov. 22, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sunday, November 23, Noon to 3 p.m.  Peace Lutheran Church, 8316 39th Ave 
SW.  $5 macaroni and cheese lunch available 11a.m. to 2 p.m.  Proceeds benefit Peace Lutheran's 
ministries. AND shop at Holiday Gift Bazaar, on Sun. 11/23, 9-1pm, at Hope Lutheran, 4456-42 Ave 
SW.  AND buy Fair Trade Gifts on Sun. 11/23, from 9-1pm at Our Lady of Guadalupe, NE corner of 
35 Ave SW & SW Myrtle (in building used for free community meals); when you buy a fair-trade gift, you are 
giving two-fold: a gift to your friend or relative & a gift to an artisan in an impoverished area.   
Also on Saturday, buy your groceries at a store that offers a free turkey if you spend "x" amount for food (or reduces the 
price/pound); then on Sun. 11/23, 9-12 noon take that "free" turkey to Fauntleroy Church's parking lot, 9140 California Ave 
SW, where church people &  Richard Jump (Dir. of White Center Food Bank) will be collecting turkeys for the food 
bank people.  And maybe you can give them some food, too!  Please let us know if you have special events planned, so 
we can pass on the information...and join in supporting your event. 
West Seattle Food Bank is also asking for turkeys--& trimmings or any food, especially store bought desserts--to give out 
for the holidays.  If you have no time to shop...donate $$ & they'll buy the turkey for you! [This info applies to White Center 
Food Bank, too.] The WS food bank will be open Tues.-Fri. 9am-3pm to accept donations.  WSFB also takes West Seattle 
Thriftway receipts AND Thriftway donates 1% back to WSFB. 
Faith Action Network(FAN) is inviting all faith-groups to (1) a Festival of Hope holiday bazaar on Sat. 11/22, 10am-4pm, & 
Sun. 11/23 , 12-3pm at Keystone United Church of Christ, 5019 Keystone Place N.--ALL money brought in goes directly 
to programs that relieve poverty, hunger and homelessness. (2)  An Interfaith Thanksgiving Service of Turning Hearts 
& Finding Hope:  Nov. 23, 7:00 PM at Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church, 7500 Greenwood Ave N, Seattle. Build 
relationships, give thanks together, and celebrate shared commitments to the common good. Sponsors of the event 
include Sakya Monastery of Tibetan Buddhism, Temple De Hirsch Sinai, Masjid Umar Al-Farooq, Luther Memorial 
Lutheran Church, Phinney Ridge Lutheran Church, St. John United Lutheran Church, Woodland Park Presbyterian 
Church, and Woodland Park United Methodist Church.  
Christmas Gifts:  Kate Stannard, Dir. of West Seattle Helpline, reports that families are asking for "any gifts for their kids." 
So...if you have new, un-used toys--or willing to buy items (consider dollar-stores, $10=10gifts!), if your church has kid's 
things left over after you've given to your "tree tag" people, if you have like-new kid books or stuffed animals...please 
consider giving them for these families.  Ideas to buy: coloring/activity books/crayons/colored pens,craft kit (remember 
they need glue etc.), puzzles, sm. cars, dolls, small games, yo-yo, whatever!  Older kids: puzzles, deck of cards, jewelry, 
hair notions, low-cuts socks, gloves/scarf/hats, whatever! And icing on the cake for the family could be: a food gift card or 
box of festive/fun family foods.  There are always families who slip between the cracks & don't get help from 
agencies/churches, they feel ashamed to ask for help, they had an unexpected major expense...so many reasons.  Each 
needs some hope, a tangible gift that shows Someone cares, & a bit of joy in their lives.  Your gifts can be taken to Kate's 
office: 2nd floor of WS Food Bank, SE corner of 35 SW & SW Morgan--OR call me (206-790-3631) to pick up & deliver. 
Gifts would also mean so much for the women in Mary Carson's faith-based rehab program, White Center (formerly at 
Body of Christ).  These women are struggling out of living hell on earth; many are victims of sex trafficking; they too need 
to know Someone cares & to get a bit of joy in life.  So, look at home for new/like-new items to give them, OR look for 
really good prices (consider dollar stores), OR make some nice gifts.  Ask your relatives and friends if they have things to 
give...to make a difference in someone's life. Ideas:  jewelry, scarves, hat/gloves, like-new purses/wallets, bath 
items/lotion/perfume, nail polish, lipstick & make-up (like those free gifts from dept. stores), candy!  We will give them 
about Dec. 19. 
On Dec.3, 9-11 am, the American Red Cross (1900 25 Ave S, Seattle, 98144) has a FREE 
Disaster/Emergency Planning workshop specifically geared for churches or area groups  Some of us 
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have gone to this in past years...it is worthwhile!  It teaches you how to evaluate your church 
plan/resources, how to expand plan to consider neighbors.  (click here to view a PDF). Space is 
limited, so please register by clicking on this link: http://kcepiworkshopcommunication.eventbrite.com 
Thanks to all of you for the many varied gifts to the homeless at Nickelsville & for other homeless people!  It 
is so awesome to send out an email describing a need, then to receive your emails in return saying:   I got this 
one.  We will do that.   I'm going tomorrow with this & that. You give everything from toilet paper to sheets of 
plywood.  You do not get all those emails, so you may not have an idea of how beautiful, how generous, your 
"collective-working-together-souls" are! That's my personal blessing for which I'm very grateful.  You people 
ROCK! 
 
One final thing:  there are quite a few kids at Nickelsville ; asked the parents "what do you need" & they said 
"milk!"  More kids books, small toys (for small tents!) and warm clothes, flashlights &/or batteries would also 
be nice.  During the past month the number as varied, 18-28 kids, newborn to age 14.  The city is trying to help 
as many as possible, as soon as possible, but the rate at which people are falling into homelessness has 
increased.  You and I may not  have a solution; we just know there are people who need things; we can provide 
things. 
Peace,                              If you would like to discontinue receiving WIN emails, please let us 
know.                                   
Mary Anne deVry             




